 ocoring e sibscriben Shall roceive oo
gratis. * All Tetters to the Editors to be post-puin.

.-. .
wuﬁ; sA0R
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At a Jarge meeting of Southern members
of both Houses of C ss, held
itol on the evening of the 7th
ﬁog. I-ﬁ:rnns L. T;l

v en appointe

i uTsn'neeti _ m&qm:;_md',en oti
-?the Hou.n%.urm Hussarp, of Alabama,

Hon, Wirriax J, ALston, of Alabama,

ras appointed Secretary. '

com

South Carolina, from the ee =
» reported an Ad-

mittee

ed at a preliminary meeti
dress to the Southern people m-rsm ommendin
the esteblishment, at nhw ity, of a
newspaper, to be devoted to the support and
defence of Southern interests; which was
read, :nd' ‘with some slight modifications,
adopted, :

following resolution was offered b
the Hon. Traomas L. Cringman, of Nort
Carolina, and onanimously adopted by the

.

4 ,,,ﬁ land.—Senator: Thomas G. Pratt,

R, 4

J7 M. Mason. Representatives: J. A,
Seddon, Thos. H. Averett, Paulus Powell,
R. K. Meade, Alex. R. Holladay, Thos.
8. Bocock, H. A. Edmundson, Jeremiah
: th Caroling.—Senato) ¥
Mangum. I__gepresentstweatnig- }
man, A. W. Venable, W. S. Ashe.
South Carolina.—Senators
ler, F. H. Elmore. Representatives: John
_McQueen, Joseph A. Woodward, Daniel
"Wallace, Wm. F. Colcock, James L. Orr,
Armistead Burt; Isasc B. Holmes,
Gleorgia.—Senators: John McP, Berrien,
William C. Dawson. - Representatives; Jo
<seph W. Jackson, Alex. H. Stephens, Rob-
ert. Toombs, H. A. B on, Allen F.
Owen.’ . ”
_ - Alabama.=~Senator: Jeremiah Clemens.
Representatives: David Hubbard, F. W.
Bowdon, S. W. Inge, W. J. Alstom, 8.
W. Harris. - ¢
Mississippi.—Senator. Jefferson Davis.
Representatives; W. S Featherston; Jacob
Thompson, A. G, Brown, W. W. Me-
Willie. -
Louisiana.—Senators;: 8. U. Downs,
" Pisrre Soule.  Representatives: J. H. Har-
_ manson, Emile -ﬁi,,m g;i‘c %::!n?iv
. Arkansas.—Senatbrs: Solon Borland, W.
Sebastian.  Representative: William R.
Johnson. e R
Texas.—Representatives: Vol. E. How-
ard, D. 8. Kaufman.
Missouri.= ator:
@g esentative: James 8. Green.
- _Emmcky.—llepresentativs: R. H. Stan-
ton, James L. Johnson. - :
Tennessee.—Senator: Hopkins ‘L. Tur-
ney. Representatives: James H. Thomas,
Frederick P. Stanton, C. "H. Wilhams,
 John H. Savage.
Fton’da.—-g:natom: Jackson Morton, .
L. Yulee. Representative: E. Carrington
Ond he meeting adjourned.
And upon motion, the meeting adjourn
HOPKINS L. TURNEY. Chairman.

e Wu J. Avston, Secrefary.

THE ADDRESS

" The commiftee to which was réferred the
duty of 'ﬁegurmg an Address to the peo-

ple of the slaveho States upon the
subject of a Southern Organ, to be estab-
ﬁlﬁd' in the City of Washington, put

Jorth the following :

FeLrow-crmizess: A number of Sena-
tors and Representatives in Congress from
the Southern States of the Confederacy deep-
Iy im ed with -a sense of the dangers
which beset those States, have considered

 carefully our means of self-defence within
* the Union and the Constitution, -and have
‘come to théconclusion that it is highly impor-
tant to establish in this city a paper, which,
‘without reference to political party, shall be
devoted to the rights and interests of the
South, 80 far as they are involved in the ques-
tions, growing out of African slavery. To
establish and maintain such a paper, your
support. is pecessary, and ‘accordingly we
address you on the subject. ¢

In the contest now geing on, the consti-
tutional equality of fifteen States is put in
question. : Soufe sixteen hundred millions
worth of negro property is involved directly,
and indirectly, though not less surely, anin-
calculable amount of property in other forms:
But to say this is to state less than half the
doom that hangs over you. ¥our sacial
forms and institutions—which separate the
European and the African races into distinet
classes, and assign to each a diffetent sphere
in society—are threatened with overthrow
Whether the negro is'to occupy the same
social rank with the white man, and enjo}j
equally the rights, privileges, and immum-

e
i

D. R. Atchison.

ties of citizenship—in short, all the Bonor
and dignities___\:li;gsigty_is a- questi 3 4

greater moment

property cun be.” =

uch is the co going on-
test in which publie ¢ n, if not the
vailing; is destined to be a most prominent i

force ; and yet, no organ of the united inter
ests of those assailed has s’ yet been es-
tablished, nor does there exis! any paper
which can be the common medium for an
interchange of opinions amongst the South-
ern States, Public opinion, as it has been
formed and directed by the combined influ-
ence of interest and yrejudice, is the force
which has been most potent against us in
the war now going on :ﬁ:imt the institu-
tion of negro slavery ; and yet we have ta-
ken no effectual means to make and main-
tain that issue with it upon which our safety
and perhaps our social existence depends.
Whoever will look to the l:my of this
uestion, and to the circumstances iun-
3&1‘ which wé are now placed, must’ see
+ that our position is one of immineut danget,,
and one to be defended by all the -n!r
moral and political, of whiclh we ¢an avai

Address to U ) rmorm Soutuern
i Ay
oo e -

~Whereupon, the Hon. As P. ButLer, of

g | & common language, have made the ,

: .h'nsu et

on; | jndenendent of all the
" | domestic . institutionis ‘were- concerned, the

N
“

ia.—Senators: R. M. T, Hunter, |

" |opiniony not only of the world at large, but

tors: A P But-]

 ment have been tempted almost, if net quite,

[those  who ‘are represented; and, in fact,

contumély and scorn through all'the avennes

staked npon it to shrink or to’ tremble—a

ment in the New Warld, devoted her most
| earnest efforts, for purposes uot yet fully ex-
 plaitied, to its abolition in- America. _
wisely this was done, so far as her own col-|

onies
and all“comment this -
ach and em-

S
 her purpose was to re

blrrmw:n uwthm subject, her efforts have
not been withoutsuccess. A cominon origi
literature ours to a
efforts of the British Goygroment and e
i, i g s e

the L ve not beem
:'!:n or 15;?.-. Onm contrary, they
have been deeply felt wherever the Eug-
lish langu is spoken; and tha more
efficient and dangerous, use, a3 yet

extent, and the

f FPeal R

§

has' been tried a‘.ruy’ writhout,a hean’g.
Secured by constitutional guaran.ies, an

.80 fac as its

South -has reposed under the cencieusness
of right and independence, and foreborne to,
plead at: a -bal which.she knew had no juris-
dietion-over-this patticular subject. Im this
we have been theoretically right, but prac-
tically we have made a great mistake, All
means, political, diplomatic, aund literary,:
bave been used to concentrate the public

our own country, against us; end resting
upon the undoubted :truth-that our domestic
institutions were the-subjects of no-Govern~
ment but our own local Governments, and
col no one but purselves, we have

danger memh::s us from av.erg- iqu._ilrtm'. A

at party rown up, and is increasing |
fn“:.hopl.ln!ted :
it'a duty they owe to earth and heaven to
make- war on & domestic- institution upon
which are staked our property, our social
organization; and, our peace and safely,
Sectional feelings have been invoked, and
those who wield the power of- this- Govern~

beyond theirpower of resistanee, to. wage a|
war against our property, our rights, and
our social system, which, if suceessfully
prosecated, must end in our destruction.
Every inducement—the love of power, the
desire to - accomplish what ure, with' less
trnth than plausibility, called’ “reforms”—
all are offered to tempt them to press upon

seém to be an easy. prey“to the spoiler. ©Our
eqality under the (;anstihtiotr- is, in effect,
denied; our social instifutions are derided
and-coptemned, and ourselves treated with,

which have as yet been opened fo the pub-
lic “opinion of the world.  That these
assaults should have had their effect is not
surprising, when ‘we remember that, as yet,
we have offered no ‘orgapized resistance to
them, and opposed but little, except the iso-

have occasionally raised their voices against
what they believe to be wrongs and injustice.
It is time that we should meet’ and main-
tain an issue, in which we find ourselves in-
volved by those whe make wai upon uwsin
tegard to “every interest that is peeculiar to
us, and which is not enjoyed in’ common witl
them, however guarantied by solemn com-
pact, and no matter how vitally involving our
prosperity, happiness, and safety. It is time
that we should take measures to defend our-
selves “against assalilts which can end . in
néthing short of our destriction, if we oppese;
no resistance to them. Owing to acci 1
circumstances, and a want of knowledge of
the true condition of things in the Southern
States, the larger portion of the press and of
the political literature of the wotld has been
direeted against us. The moral power. of
public opinion carries political strength along |
with it, and ifagainst us, we must ‘wrestle
with it or fall. 1f, as we firmly believe, truth
is with us, there'is nothing to discourage us
in'such an effort. ‘

The eventual strength of an opinien i8 to
be measured, not by the number “who ma
chance to entertain it, but by the truth whic!
sustains it We believe—nay, we know, that
truth is with us, and therefore we should not
shrink from the contest. “We have too much

erty interest,sin all'its forms, of incalen-
f;rffa' amount and valae ; thie social organiza~
tion, the equality, the irbe , nay, the exige|
tence of fourteen or fifteen States of the Con-
federacy—all rest Gpoh the relﬁ!t’ﬁf the
struggle in which we are enga ¥
must maiptain the equality of
position in the Urnion; we must |
dig: ity and respectahil ty of one
tion _ before the world; and must’

%

anc{';acure our liberty and- tig "
our united efforts can protect them ; and, if
possible,_ we must effect all this' within-the

jale of the Union, and by means known to
Constitution. The union of the South

upen these vital interests is necessary, not
for the sake of theSouth, but perhaps
ie sake of the Union. We have great
ts exposed to the assaults, not anly ol
e at large, but of those who, consti-
® majority, wield the power of our
; ederated States. " We must défend
those interests by all legitimate means, or
else perigh either inor wi&outthe effort. Te
myke successlil defedce, we myst unite with
other upon-one vilal question, and make

the most of our political strength. We must
do more—uwe must go beyond our entrench-
ments, et even the more distant and
indire by no means hatinless assaults,
which- directed agai - We, too,
can appeal to public opinion. = Our assdilant.
act upon theory, to their tieory we can‘op-
pose experience, They reason upon an
imaginary state of thinE; to, this' we may
oppose truth and actual know! d . Todo
this, however, we too must open up avenues
1o the public mind ; we, too, must have an
organ throggh which we can appeal to ‘the
world, and commune with each other. The

through
How a_lpq_l.hﬂc which makes the abolition of sla-

‘been passive under these assaults,. until|

ouf southern men, owe their public stan

lated efforts of members of €ongress, who |-

| every census; the dange

LNm‘tl: ha
- | which sh

ts, 5o faras | P

YAIL

e o g 3 2
pethaps one of the leading cayses of cur pre-

after | sent condition.

There is no paper at the Seat of Govern-
ment which we can hear or be'heard
u“ry' 3 Tw' i‘ a

very ité main and parameunt end. - Tliere
are other papers here which make the main-
tenance of politica) parties their supreme and
controlling object, but none which consider
the preservation of Sixteen hundred millions
of pupertgﬁ the equality and liberty of tour-
teen or fifteen States, the pretection of the

white man against Africon equality, as pava- {left little'for those who fo tthe glean-
mount over, or even equal to, the mainten- |ings of a field once as rieh?:&l es of that
nance of some political which is | California whose admission into our Union

to secure a Prédsident, who is an object of
interest not because he will certaiply rule, or
perhaps ruin the South, but chiefly for the
reason that he will /

and spoils. The South has a peculiar posi-
tion, and her important rights and interests
2 objects of continual assault from the ma-

d the ‘dependent as it
$"upon that majority for its means of living,
will always be found laboring to excuse the

d | assailants, and to paralyze all-eflorts at resist-

ance. How is it now? The abalition party
can ,always be heard through its press at
the Seat of Government, but through what |
organ or press at Washington can Soutlhern
meh communicate with the world, or with
each other, upon their own peculiar inter-
ests! . So far from writing, or permittind
anything to be written, which is calculated
to dnf:;;& the rigl;:l of the Sth,';r uta'tle its
case, the pa erg are e ed in lullin,
the South inm false 'ucu:ip ,gnnd in mang
ufacturing there an artificial publie sentiment,
suitable for some 'l_’ruli::ntial platform,
though at the expense of any and every in-
terest you may possess, no matter how dear
or how vital and momentous.

This state of things-results from party ob-
ligations and a regarg:o.pilly success. And
they but subserve the ends of their estab-

tes, which seerms to think | lishment in consulting their own interests,
and the advancement of the party to which
tbey are pledged. You cannot look to them
as sentinels over interests that are repugnant
to the feelings of the m
sustaini

ajority of the self-
Jparty. . - -
In the Federal Legislature the South has

some voice and some votes; but aver the pub-

lic: préss, as it now stands at the Seat of

| Government, the North has a controlling in-

| fluence.

The press of this city ‘takes its
tone from that of the Neorth. Even our
Southern press is-subjected, more or less, to
the same influenee. - Our public men, gos,

mng

and reputation too oftenfo the commendation
and praise of the Northern press. Southern
newspapers republish from their respective
party organs in this city, and in so do-
ing, reproduce—unconscious, doubtless, in
most instances, of the wrong they do—the
northern opinion in regard to public .men
and measutes. How dangerois such astate’
of things must be to lhe'nﬁ:elity ol your ve-
presentatives it is needless to say! They
are but men, and it would be unwise to sup-
pose that they are beyond the reachof temp-
tations which influgnce the rest'of mankind.
Fellow-citizens, it-rests with ourselves to
alter this state of things, so far as the South
is conceined. 'We have vast interests, which
we "are bound, by many censiderations, to
defend with allthe moral and political means
in our power. ~ One of -the first steps to this
_Eea_t end is to_establish a.Southern Organ
ré, a paper through which we may com-
mune with one ‘another and the world at
large. We deo not propoge to meddle with
polstical parties as they now. exist; we ywish
to enlist every southern man in.a southern.
cause, and in defence of 'southern rights, be
Ke Whig or be he Democrat. 'We do not
ropose to disturl him, or to shake him in
Eis P relations. All that we ask is, that
be shall consider the ‘constitutional rights of
the South, wiich are involved in the great,
abolition movement, ‘as paramount to all
party and all other political consideratians.
And surely "thé time has come when all
southern men should unite for the purpose of
self-defence.  Our relative power in the
Legislature of the Union is diminishing with
rs which menace us
are daily becoming greater; and, the chief in-
strament in the assaults upon usis the public
over which,owing to.oursupineness, the
ﬁorth exercises a cofitrolling influence.  So

far as the South is concetned, we can chapnge

and reverse this state.of things. "It is not
to be borne, that public sentiment at the South’
should be stifled or controlled by the party

- Lt us have a press of our own, as the
8, both here and at home—a press
ojl be devoted to Southern rights,

- and -animated by Southern feeling; which
{ shalllook not-to the North but the South for
| the tone which is to pervade it. Claiming

our share of power in Federal Legislation, let
us also claim our share of influence in the
ress of the country. Let us organize in
every Southern town and county, so as to
send this paper into every louse in the land.
Eet us take, too, a1l the means necessary to
maintain the paper by subso:frtion, s0 as 1o
increase its citculation, an

spread of knowledge and truth. - Let every
portion of the-South furnish its full quota of
talent and money fo sustaia o paper which
avirht to he supported by all,. because it will
be devoted Lo the interest of every Sou
man. It will be the earnest e
committee who we charged v ith these
tangements, to procure editars of Wigh tal
hﬁstaw}ing; and they will also see that-
paper is conducted without oppositim, a
without ‘reference to the political parties of
the day.  With these ussurances, we feel
justified in calling upon you, the people of
the Southern States—to make tlie necessary
efforts to establish and maintain the proposed

ent

e AP, BUTLER,

JACKSON MORTON,

R."TOOMBS,

J. THOMPSON. .
_ Courvsuip.—The'plaiuEnglish of the po-
litest address of a gedtleman mﬁnwy-—
I am now, dear m y the humblest of your
servants—be s0 good as to allow me to be
yout lord and master, ;

possess and be office |

: L «Without iutending to disparage, in the
promte _the [

J it.’g completely satishe

i SPEECH OF
nm B, MORSSE, of Louisiana,
President’s Message, in v Caligornia:
" th Flous of Represontotinty Margh 14 1350,
In Committee of the Whole on the state of
the Union, on the President’s Message
transmitting the Counatitution of Calfornia:

Mr. MORSE said: 1
M. Cuairman:  The importance of the
question under consideration will be the anly
. I shall offer for asking & share of
the attention of the committee.
The debate which has been going on for
some time in this body and the Senate, has

is'the subject of the Executive message

now lying upon our table. May our sc-

1sitions in that quarter not like the

ed fruit of the y beautiful fo the eye,
but ashes fo the taste.

The whole history of this Callfornia ques-
tion has wmore the ; of % mm
than of troth, and it is only from fable or fic-
tion that we can draw any parallel. Where,
but in the mythological story of Minerva,
springing armed from the head of Jove
himselt, do we find anything to illustrate her
present: position’—a sovereign State as large
as the old ‘* thirteen,” with nine - hundred
miles of seacost, her two Senators, and two
Representatives to this branch, with their
constitution in their hands, " stepping from
the brain of a brigadier-general of the
United States army, nto this Union of con-
federated sovereignties. :
Had you but provided her with the de-
cent veil of &' short territorjal government
at the last session of Congress, Isee nothing
that would have prevented her from being
agmitted under the operation of your ¢ pre-
vious question;” but when it has been so of-
ten, and so solemnly announced upon this
floer, and by the resolutions of a large num-
ber of State Legislatures, as the settled and
avowed policy, that henceforth and forever,
from now to eternity, no other slave territo-
ry shal’ be incorporated into this Union, the
question assumes an air of grave importance,
and it becomes every statesman to look nar-
rowly and carefully into it, and to seg whe-
ther, if that be the settled policy, as avowed
by sove gentlemen, boldly, manfully, and
honestly, and entertained ﬁy nearly every
Representative from the States north of. Ma-
son and Dixon’s lige, it does not become the
duty of the people of the Bouth to see how
far their inferests are endangered and their
principles compromited, un(ﬂg this modern
reckless and majority interpretation of the
Constitution: I am not of. that class-of’ men
who desire to put -off until® to-niorrow the
business of to-day. I propose, then, sir,
briefly to examine the ““ signs of the fimes;”
what is the present feeling North and South;
and whether the South are guilty of aggres-
sien upon the rights of the North, or whe-
ther  the North has or has«not encroached
upon _the South—to leok upon the semedy
proposed by the Fouthiern States——to exam:ne
coolly and dispassiohately the relative advan-
tages of the Union. I am not to be seduced
from the even tenor of my way by the'siren
-songs of hosannas to-the Union, nor.am1 to
be deterred by the yelpings and howlings of
those ‘Who choose lo call me.agitator or dis-
uniodist. :

When our forefathers framed this Con-
stitution, they declared, that, ‘“ We, the
people of the United States, in order to form
a mbre perfect Union, establish justice, in-
sure domestic tranquility, provide for the
common defence, promote the genefal wel-
fare, and secure the blessings of liberty to
ourselv.s aud posterity, do ordain,” &c., &¢

Each and all of that dgoo:arity have. not
only the nght, but theic duty to those who
come after them requires that they should see
whether this compact is faithfully - kept; ‘and
a man who. Zannot speak is a' fool,"who ' will
not speak is a bigot, and.who is afraid to
speak is a slave.

1 shall same, however, to that portion -of
my argument (if my time allows) last.

Before 1 begin, 1desire to disembarras
this question from all extraneous matter—to
set some gentlemen right upon the subject,
by denying, once for all, that slavery is an
evil, amd that anybody has any right to reme-
dy it as such. This most mischievous error
hae grown up from the sentiments of Mr.
Jefferson, and many other Southern states-
men, hastily and imprudently expressed at
an early period of our: country; also, from
the objections made to slavery by some of
the Southern States. Whatevermight have
béen ti'e. sentiment of the people of the
Southr then, it hasundergonea great change.
We have seen our country flourish under this
system—a tropical climate and soil (where
the white man cannot cultivate the earth,
without incurring more or less risk of health
or life) converted into-a terrestrial paradise.
We have seen grow up with this institu-
tion a noble, chivalrous, and intelligent peo-
ple, who have always exercised, and (with-
out meaning to be at all offensive) will con- |
tinue to exercisey in the aflairs of the world
-and of this country, an'influence fully equal
to our numerical strength. ~ +

tudegree, our brethren.of any portion of
‘great domain, I do not hesitate fo say,
hiat in the Rucaéﬂ walks of civil life—in
the stirring events of war—in everything
that can adorn and elevate a man, the le
of ‘the South are full Jyaur equals, and be-
‘with all eur ipstitu-
tions, we do not desire or intend to allow,
any change in any onc of them.
. 1 ask you, Mr. Chairman, s it not true
t the ‘people of one hilf ‘of these States
have discussed nriumlyf, or are 'now dis-
cussing, the propriety .of meeting in Cop-
untiofx at sthrille ;Y:o se¢ what steps are
necessary to be taken to secure their honor
and their constitutional rights, which they
suy, or think, are both endangered.
| agree with my friend from Georgia,
[Mr. Toomss,] that up to 1820 there was
no great cause.of complaint. . The people of

brothers, and the stars and stripes floated
over one people. :

Is it so now? T will not weaken the ar-

L source—<¢ e quid detrimenti Reapubsl%::

the North-and South lived like a band of | and

Mr. CaLaobN,) in regard ‘o the separa-
When, I ask, was'it seen beforg, that Chiris-
tians cannot bew before the same altar, and
worship together that Ged, who comman
us to love ous neighbor as ourself—when
before have you heard of the resolutions of
one State baving been sent back in con-
tempt, because they contained insulting and
offensive matter. Our children are not edu-
cated, as formerly, in the Northern colfe-
ges—traveling has greatly diminished—the
pulpit, the press, this H Yy the Senate,
where grave old men were wont to talk
calmly and wisely—now hear ‘constant and
continued fulminations of one portion of the |
American pwrlo against the other. These
things-cannot last and the Union continue.
WS, if no legislative enactments of an of-
fensive

character were ever passed, the in-
dulgence of their feelin w.nrlI ultimuiely es-
trange these parties. This Union has not

unappropriately been compared to that most|
hlllhhf and holy unian of sexew; whick ©

Creator instituted; but when wmutual love
and respect are gone—when that mysterious
sentiment, which is not only the spirit, but
the substance of the contract is gone—the
rest is a worthless and insulting mockery.

. Chairman, in the history of

When,
the last thirty years; has it ever been re-
marked before, that CLay, Cavsouy, and
WessTER agreed upon .any ope- question,
as we have seen from their late vr:nh«,
they do upon the apen violationof the Con-
stitution, in rel: tion to the rendition of fugi-
tive slaves. Speaking, sir, in legal par-
lance, they agree entirely upon acty
and the law. It is true, they differ, widely
about ‘he remedy, as would naturally have
been supposed from their respective locali-
ties, the-temper of the men, and the char-
acter of the péople they represent; but all
three agree that the North, by, refusing to
surcender up fugitive slaves, violate-both the
letter and spirit of the Constitution; and all
urge, not only the justice, but the absplute
necessity, of enforcing that provision, and
repealing the laws whicl' in meny of the
States render. it inoperative. ;F, under
these circumstances, the three master minds
of America have so little influence or con~
trol that they cannot arrest this evil, then
indeeed, i the disease organic, ard too deep-
ly seated for the ordinary remedies.

If the'light of three such minds (which;
like the expiring flicker of the lapp, seems
to burn brighter, before it is for@¥er extin-
guished, and whose great geniusand patriot-
iIsm' we may never see united again) can-
not penetrate thé gloom that veils-the future,
and do what I know they all desire, save
this Uaion, we must look to some hi

cussion, that State
Missouri Compromise that is, when |
the y. authorized to form a con-
stitution, having all the constitutional rights
to be admitted to this Union, presented
themselves with their constitution, Bm
were refused admittance, wuntil the

consen ted to ish the imaginary line of
36 deg. 30 min, north Qfm they for-
ever bound L.ph es and their pﬂhrlt;

'wot to go with their slaves, while their
MHFM"!I might go north or south;
There was the fatal error of the people
the South. They shauld never huve conce-
ded the jurisdiction to Congress on the sub-
m hey should have resisted, at every
, (as they muet do at some time or
other,) every attempt to prevent them from
gon:lug,.:;lhei ttley P or:se;hwhorla they please,
and with wha ey please,intoan
and all the terrrt?rr;'e o¥ thuJr nited Stat.el]r

gyery acre, every foot—ay, every nful
} £ r{l:h—’,wau the commu;ity pro m

of w.
<. The eountry. a-.—.......f com
ratively quiet until about fifteen years a::

8till there was no great uneasiness felt, until
the admission of Texas into the Union.—
¥You, Mr. Chairman, and I, were members
of the twenty-eighth Co yand recollect
the discussion that took place. Let me read
an extract or two from the speeches of
Nl:‘rtyhern men upon this subject: '
*%Yes, sir, 1 repeat ritical - pre-
tances! ~ What, the '.2.:‘.;.;2‘5.‘}“». Tiberty.
loving Government of Great Britain, so im--
pressed with the horrors of human servitude

in Texas and the United States, as to inter-
ipose their benevolent policy in our affairs,
asan actof pute philanthropy! = No person

at all acquainted with Eml:l.lsh-hiltn'ry abd
policy, and who has lnmzs even a tithe of
the suffering of the millions upon millions
of human beings held in abject and intolerable
slavery throughout her vast dominions,’ can.
fai_lt for a moment to read this painted hypo-
crite

,*Through the disguise she wears.’

“Look at Epgland herself.  In the dis-
tance, like the: whitened sepulchre, she looks
splanéid—-beﬂlﬁﬂll. * Approach her; enter
her cold and digmal mines; then behold sla-
very—half-clad half-starved, pale, emaciated
slavery—in , the shape of human beings,
compelled to ceaseless servitude, the doomed
and wretched vagsals of the very lords and
earls who prattle so loudly upon the floor of
Parliament about the horrors of American
slavery. - Enter her manufacturing towns
and cities; see the ragged and wan husband
and father, struggling early and late for a
mere pittance.  Visit the wife and children
in the miserable and ‘dirty .hovel, enduri
all the horrors bordering upon nudity aaﬁ

of | would kne smdush- ‘
tually imprison the slave

r:llphlod__ in ‘2 the -&er"-itﬂu' hich the
may hereafter make, unless Con-
I‘:::,zﬂ otherwise determine by law, and
? drive Texas into indignant rejection.
You make a fundamental provision, which,
adopted, ‘would be an unfailing source
tation, of contention—perhaps of dis-
union itself. The spir't of political abolition-
would ‘tejoice: in triumph. It would
a power over the action of some mem-
hereafter, whose fazes it
You would effec-
race within thosa
limits of the Udion, close the drain and the
outlet to Mexico, and most surely perpetuate
the existence of slavery under the pretext
of extending the area of freedom.” -
Such then, Mr. Chairmap, were the sen-
timents of all liberal-men at the North, I
hope to hear no more of the aggressions of
the South, or the l}lvnocrlcy as we have it
classically expressed. The 1dea of a party
minority of mere than forty -members,
on this floor, ing dpon the ¥ghts of
a majority, 1s as ridiculous as would be the
attempts of a wekwk, sickly man, to encroach
upon the privileges of a strong, herculean
neighbor. If you mean to carry out the
opinions antertained by nearly all men of all
partiui,and restrict us to our present limits,
and forbid us from ever extending durselves
and our institutions, say that you have he-
come more righteous, or that you under-
stand the Constitution - better, or what you
please, but do not charge us with aggressing
upon ‘your ri How can we. aggress
upon your rights? 'We cannot pass a soli-
tary measure withoot a ldrge vote from the
North, if all the Representatives from the
slave States were united. -Can you name a
single instance where the South have en-
deavored to interfere with the domestic af-
fairs of the North? If you will strike out
of your proviso ‘the word ¢ slavery,” and in-
sert any. other substantive in t?o English
llllFﬂlgc, there is not a man, woman, or
child, but would -vise up and denounce it.
Say that the Catholic religion, or the Meth-
odist religion, the common law; or the eivil
law, shall not go to Celifornia, and there
would be a denunciation from one end of the
Union to the other. Itis true thatthe Wil-
mot Proviso, eo fiomine, is defunct, 1 was
sitting in that gallery when it was introduced,
and a gentleman observed fo me that it was
the worst firebrand ever introduced, and
would dissolve the Union, and we bot)
went into the House, and voted against it.
-The people of the ‘South relying upon
their constitutional righfs, “are committed
againat this Wilmot: n, and vou will
npt pass .it. Wheﬁ.f- onstitotion was

forming o

capiat.” 1 regret to be. oMliged to differ
from the distinguished Senator* fram «Ken-
tucky, [Mr. Cray,] whose name -never
fails to recall the association of eminent
talents, great aims, and a long areer of
[mhlic' service, who seems to appreciate too
Ightly the daugeis which weénace this Thion,
and whose great weight I.am-afraid will be
thrown against the South. 8

It neither suits my taste nor temper fo
pursué this unpleasant recital furthers From
all 1 see, and hear, and read, and feel—an
instinct which rarely deceives me—tells me
that there is danger—great danger—to the
Union, and to the Constitution of my coun-
try, which God, in his infinite mercy, avert.
It s not by eloquent appeals, and beautiful
eulogies upon the Union, that it-can be
saved-—less so by such expressions as -a
determination . to .stand by the Union, pro-
viso or no proviso. When geotlemen ngn
the South indulge in similar expressions,
‘they ‘are more dangerous to what 1
the best interests of the-South than
ultra men of ‘the. North—when you say,
come what will, you stand. by the Union,
you invite aggression. It may bé of little
moment to you whether you lose your hat or
your cane, but if ‘you let it be known-that
you will not resist—that you are a lover of
peace—men will soon be found’ready and
willing to trespass upon your rights, and put
an indignity upon your person; much less
éan-the Union be saved by the course of
the Northern and Metropolitan press, hitherto
remarkable for a frank statement of the true
¢ signs of the times"—not by.concealing the,
true state of the public mind at the South—
ot by ‘publishing ‘garbled portions of the
messages of our governots, or the resolutions
of our State legislatures, with here and there
a_solitéry article upon the value of this

meaning of the word, that could,cover up
and atone for every sin. No, sir. Let the
truth be spoken far and wide. Let it be
known that there is a large portion of the
American people discontented, who :are
ready and willing to renounce all old part
associations, and are anxious to meet therr
fellow-cit'zens ‘of the Southern States in
convention at Nashville, in the month of
June naxt. .

A majority of the Southern States have
made preraratioa’s already to be represented
~——ptobably nearly every State will be; and
whatever may be the decision of thatconven-
tion, every Southern State, with, perhaps,
one or two exceptions, for weal or for woe,
will make one common cause. Notwith-
standing the 10 ! ejaculation and bitter de-
nunciation of disunion by the Senator from
Texas, that State has.made the legal and
necessary arrangements to. be represented,
and further, refused to vote iustructions to
her delegates: to use all their influence to
prevent a dissolution of the Union. et us
understand each other, and talk like men, as
no disease was enrla:oidegh by concealing
the danger, or-cured by wishing the patient
well; o neither discontent mﬂgdmm::t will]
be prevented ot cured by lauding the glaries
of the Union, ot threatening to drive the
traitors into the Cumberland river.

I propose briefly, then, to examine the
second ition: who are the aggressors’

T'o do so understandingly, let us see what
was the relative position of the people North
j upon this question, and see Who
have advanced; and who have, retreated.

The first bostile movement was made
when Missouri applied to be admitted into

goment of the Senator from %-::ﬁw]i.a,

*,

the Union. After five months of angry dis-

| pists for the negro race in America.

gl

Uhnion, as though there was some ¢abalistic|

3 ::m';:t‘ &wﬁ Oﬁm

starvation;.and then call to mind, that all
this is the direct effect of the oppressive and
grinding policy of these’ pretended philanthro~
Butwe
need notstop here.  True, ghé freed her
slaves in the West Indies. For what pur-

| posa? nat of a hafred to lavary! mﬂf

sincére desiwe fo relievé human s
Or was it to Tomént the spiritof pohtical
olitionism in the United States, to array the
North "against the South, and thus to
weaken the ties that bind us together, ind
finally consummiate her long-cherished de-
sires, by a dissolution of our Upien, and
prostrate forever her great and rival antago-
‘nist in commérce, manufactures, and the
am-'!.‘.l Y .

You, Mr. Chairman, heard all that discus-
sion~—jyou saw-all their fire-brand resolutions
voted down and dehounced by Northefn
men. [ need not say to you, that was the
way the Démocracy of the North, and many
of the-intelligent Whigs, voted. « You know
who steod by the Atherton resalutions, and
sueh resolutions as would give peace and
‘quiet to the South. - Liet me show the com=

framed, the penplo-‘ f the South had intelli-
gence and foresight enotgh to make such
constitutional provisions as were necessary
to secure them from any encroachments.
We think those provisions sufficient, and
are willing to trust ourselves under that Con-

stitution when faithfully executed; hyt I 4=
sife 10 Buy 10T TMAYBEI, Ywaanrus mleluing or

wishing to commit any gentlemen. to my
views, that as it is admitted by Naorthern
men, jurists, and all writers and commen-
ators'upon the Constitution, that without
these guaranteis, the Union could never
have been formed; if it shall be shown by
the legislation and practice of this Govern-
ment, that they are not sufficient to secure
all the rights of property in slaves in esse
posse, manendo el eundo, 1 desite to have
additional guaranties, ;

Mr. McCLERNAND- wished ta know
whether the gentleman intended to exert his
influence to cause the Southcrn Statesto te-
cede, or.break upthe Union, if they do not
get an amendment to the Contitution ?

Mr MORSE. If those guaranties are
got sufficient, or are net maintained, I will

mittée how Northern States—at least North-
ori Democraltic. States—acted. While the
Texan annexation was under discussion, &
nember of this House, from New Hamp-
shire, wrote and published a long letter to
His constituen’s, assigning his reasons for de-
serting his party en this question, and put
forth ap anti-slavery manifesto. Y ou recol-
lect in what unmeasured terms he was de-
nounced-by one of his colleagues. I will
not offend the committee by reading the in-
sinuations Made against the'veracity of his ad-
dress.  Suffice it to say, that no gentleman
born and brought, up south of Mason and
Dixon’s line, wonlcr ever have preserved
friendly telations alterward, without some
satifaction. -

The author of that address had been nom-
inated 4s a candidate for re-election fo this
body by the estire Democracy of the State,
(because, at that time, New Hampshire
had not adopted the district system of elect-
ing her membérs of Congress,) and though
it was within a few weeks, if I remember
aecurately, of the time of the election, and
at an inclement season. of the year,a econ-
vention. was called for the entire State, the

was substituted in hig place, and from that
day Jou®.P. HaLe has ceased all connee-
tion with the Democratic party. T'rue it is,
that by a union of the Whigs and Abolition-
ists, he was elected a Senator; and the col-
Jeague who denounced him, and the author
of the speech, the extract of which I have
just “read, is—who do you suppose, Mr.
Chairman? why, Moses Normis, his co-
Senator!. i
Where are the elequent defenders of the
South—ng, sir; not of the South, but the

fearless exponents of the Constitution? Where
are the Browns? the Ingersolls? ‘the Ather-
| tons? the Norrises, and the Ellises? and echo

answeérs, “‘ Where?” All have been com-
lled to tutn -their coats like Harmeand
ORRIS, OF one h.y one have been stricken

‘nomination was caneelled, another person|m

devote-all my energy, day and night—1I will
write and ‘talk to the people ta bring this
about. My peaple, in giving'up the right
to ‘go north of 36 deg. 30 miv., will at least
have the doctrine of non-intervention respect-
ed southofthat line. 1bélieve the guaranties
of the Constitution amply sufficient, and am
willing to submit the question to the courts
of justice.
. MeCLERNAND. . Th tl

zhnzwj: such and wuch hings ALt Sonn I a
for disunion. e insists that slavery is tolerated
south of 30%, Now the gentleman, holding
the doctrine he does, I ask him, in view of that
doetrine, how can he contend that non-interven-
tion can prevent him?

Mr. MORSE, It cannot.

Mr. McCLERNAND. What is the difficulty

en?

Mr, MORSE. Because you declare in all your
speeches and preambles, and will probably do so
in some legislative enactment, that slavery shall
not go there, or that it is forever excluded by
Mexican law. _The moment you do, you violate
the bond,. tear your name from it, and seek to
hold us to it.

Mr. McCLERNAND. You said the Wilmot
proviso was d A

Mr. MORSE. True; but there are two other
provisos, the Executive, and, the most odious of
all, the Mezigan Proviso, as I shall call it—**a rose
by any other name'’—the quotation.is somewhat

usty.

Mry DUER. If the judiciary decides
you, will you then insist on your proposed
in the Constitution?

Me. MORSE. No, sir ; [ 'would abideby that
decision—you cannot make your Mexican proviso
any more . IE.1 am to be exel from
the country, where you 'said solemnly we had o
right 10 go,.I would ‘rather you should do it than
the Mexicans.

are both substrvient to the tion,
law—no tredt i?m! any citizen that tontra-
: d ' iosttument. The President
w : e any treaty in defi-
in : * If & stipulation had
‘ether by thecommissioners or by the
learn wags » ed,) that slavery
to part of the territ wouth fo
M. it not be worth the parch-
! it was writien, and I would Eo
1 nodoubt we have a right to do

if there wns an honest nﬂdﬁa
.Mm,'g'm: one who tha e
fied 1in violating his oath’ because the

inst
ce

i
e

&
2

i
g2
H

-
L
:

{

down, or forced into_volunlary exilé from
P‘ublic r*- . g & = :i' "
The committee will me if [ read

-, -

but one solitary spared monument of the d :
fenders of the Constitution:

“ Let the .cgim_.naqdm, . the bill o
my colleague t. Romiwson, e-
py B - my friend before me, fol Now
York, [Mr. Dugr,] proposes, that after|

gL

is subservient to the laws of God,) 1
o treaty null and void, and I

P
in the enjoyment of my slave
r President and make
ur
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Church as a
? Inshort,
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